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Garwood: Florida State Grange

Florida State Grange
by S AUNDERS B. G ARWOOD
W AR , the United States Department of Agriculture sent one of its agents, Oliver Hudson
Kelley, to the South to see what could be done to revive agriculture. Finding a land devastated by war and a people burdened
with distrust, debt, and depression, he decided that the “politicians
would never restore peace in the country; if it came at all, it must
be through fraternity.” 1 He was convinced that the plight of the
planter and farmer could not be changed until “the people North
and South . . . know each other as members of the same great family and all sectionalism be abolished.” 2 He believed that a possible
solution might be a social and educational organization which
would attract interest and stimulate the agricultural class. Because
of Kelley’s Masonic background, he valued the benefits of fraternity, and he decided to establish a “Secret Society of Agriculturalists.” 3 On December 4, 1867, he and six of his friends organized
the National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry. The grange, as
it came to be known, was designed to bind farmers into a fellowship which would help them cope with their many problems in a
cooperative effort and at the same time try to enhance rural life. 4
The growth of the order was slow, but by 1872 it had spread
over most of the country and throughout the South. Few states
needed the relief more than Florida. As one Florida historian
described it, “the moderate Republicans were in control of the
government, yet the state was racked by political wrangling,
violence, and mutual suspicion.” 5 Yet, it is true that for both

S
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1. Oliver Hudson Kelley, Origin and Progress of the Order of Patrons of
Husbandry in the United States; a History from 1866 to 1873
(Philadelphia, 1875), 14.
2. Ibid.
3. Charles W. Pierson, “The Rise of the Granger Movement,” Popular
Science Monthly, XXI (December 1887), 199-208.
4. Kelley, Order of Patrons of Husbandry, 57. Grange was the name
given for a local group. A state comprised a state grange and the
national organization was known as the National Grange.
5 . J e r r e l l H . S h o f n e r , “Political Reconstruction in Florida,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, XLV (October 1966), 152-55. See also William
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large planter and small farmer the times were stringent and there
seemed little reason to believe that there would be immediate
improvement. A Tallahassee newspaper editor wrote of conditions:
“Our lands have deteriorated in value, or been alienated from their
owner - skeleton horses and mules meet the eye on every sidemerchant liens hang like the sword of Damocles over the entire
planting community - family homesteads are rotting down and
every year gaunt famine threatens the land.” 6 Because of such
conditions, most Florida farmers seemed ready to respond to the
activities and objectives of the grange.
In 1873, Colonel D. H. Jacques of Charleston, South Carolina, editor of The Rural Carolinian and general deputy for the
National Grange, came to Florida to organize local granges. The
Reverend Mr. Thomas A. Corruth of Welborn was appointed
7
special Florida deputy. According to a Tallahassee news report,
the farmers in the Live Oak area held a meeting on August 26,
1873, and organized a grange. This was the second set up in
Florida, the other was in Columbia County. 8 By October, fourteen
granges had been organized in the northern part of the state, 9
and on November 26, 1873, nineteen representatives met in
Lake City to establish the Florida State Grange. 10 Benjamin F.
Wardlaw of Madison was elected state master. Wardlaw’s choice
proved a wise one, he served ably as head of the Florida State
Grange for two years, and he worked effectively in the National
Grange. Born in Abbeville, South Carolina, in 1826, Wardlaw
moved to Florida while still a young man. He later remembered
Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New
York, 1913), 737, and facsimile edition with introduction by
Fletcher M. Green (Gainesville, 1964).
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, December 22, 1873.
Ibid., April 9, 1873.
Ibid., August 26, 1873.
Solon Justus Buck, The Granger Movement; A Study of Agricultural
Organization and its Political, Economic and Social Manifestations,
1 8 7 0 - 1 8 8 0 (Cambridge, 1913), 58.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, December 2, 1873. First officers of
the Florida State Grange were master, Benjamin F. Wardlaw; overseer, Jessie Wood; lecturer, William H. Wilson; chaplain, Reverend
B. D. Herrold; steward, F. N. McMeekin; assistant steward, William
McDaniel; treasurer, Dr. William Keye Bacon; secretary, William A.
Brinson; and gatekeeper, S. E. Timmons. The lady officers included
Ceres, Mrs. William H. Wilson; Pomona, Mrs. J. R. Richard; Flora,
Mrs. F. N. McMeekin; and lady assistant stewardess, Mrs. H. A. Lea.
Making up the executive committee were Joseph Tillman, Robert
Turner, and T. A. Carruth.
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that it was at a time when one could still “hear the departing
war-whoop of the redman.” 11 He became active in state politics,
serving in the Florida legislature and as a delegate to the Democratic national convention which met at Charleston, South Carolina, in 1860. He was chosen as one of the vice-presidents of
that body, 12 and later that year he represented Florida at the
Baltimore convention. During the Civil War, Wardlaw fought
as a colonel in the Confederate army. After the war, he returned
to his plantation at Madison and again played a leading role in
conservative southern and Florida politics. Indeed, most of Florida’s
state grange leaders were men of property, politics, and prominence. 13 At least in Florida it was not entirely a small farmer’s
movement, it attracted many prosperous and propertied men.
As the grange movement spread across the state, many people
saw it as a potentially powerful political force. Some people were
opposed and labelled it a “dangerous order,” aimed at controlling
politics at the local and state levels. 14 A few alarmists believed
that the grange might emerge as a new political party. C. Codrington, editor of the Florida Agriculturist, after attending the
state meeting at Monticello on November 25, 1874, denied that
Florida grangers would establish a political party: “So far,” he
wrote, “there is no sign of it in Florida . . . the Declaration of the
National Grange . . . strictly forbids any interference in politics.” 15
Grange members looked upon the order as a means of breaching
political differences rather than a political force or power. Their
halls were meeting places where “Democrats and Republicans
come together,” and it did not “matter if they don’t happen to belong to the same party.” AS Codrington explained it, the grange
was non-partisan, and in it men were “bound together in common
sympathies and interests to break down partisan feeling and purify
the politics of the country generally, . . . and the grange will
eventually culminate in the total breaking up of the political, as
well as all other rings, devised for the gain and advantage of the
1 1 . Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, December 18, 1875.
12. Charleston Daily Courier, April 26, 1860.
13. E x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e m a n J o s e p h T i l l m a n h e l d r e a l a n d p e r s o n a l
property valued at $11,300; Thomas A. Carruth of the executive
committee was a minister; and Dr. William Keye Bacon, treasurer,
was a physician.
14. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, November 11, 1873.
15. Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, December 12, 1874.
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few at the expense of the many.” 16 In Florida the grange was
never intended to be and it never became a political agency.
In February 1874, Wardlaw attended the seventh annual
meeting of the National Grange in St. Louis, Missouri. It was the
most representative gathering of farmers that had ever taken place
and the most important and harmonious of all the meetings of
the National Grange during the decade. 17 The purposes and
principles of the movement were formulated at this convention,
and a document was drawn up which, according to one authority,
became the “avowed platform of the order, and the principles of
which have been largely incorporated into the platform of every
subsequent agricultural organization in the United States.” 18
Wardlaw was actively involved in the formulation of this “Declaration of Purposes of the National Grange.”
On the night before the meeting adjourned, Colonel Wardlaw
assisted the National Grange master in the installation of women
officers. 19 He also delivered the valedictory address at the close
of the session, and in it he alluded to his participation in the
events the night before, “when Florida is called upon to place a
beautiful wreath upon the still more beautiful brow of some local
sister, she not only responds with alacrity, but esteems it a pleasure,
a high and honored privilege. . . .” 20 During the speech the
colonel urged the importance of sectional unity: “I honestly
believe, that this meeting, by its wide-spread influence from North
to South, from East to West, caps the last arch that spans the
bridge of the unfortunate ‘Bloody Chasm’.” 21 While Wardlaw
was speaking a rather maudlin but yet a dramatic event occurred
which was widely publicized throughout the country. 22 Referring
to a eulogy he had delivered fourteen years earlier for former
Governor John S. Robinson of Vermont, who had died of apoplexy
during the Democratic convention at Charleston, 23 he paused and
looked directly at E. P. Colton, master of the Vermont State
Grange, and, in the heroic rhetoric of the era, Wardlaw said,
16.
17.
18.
19.

Ibid., January 9, 1875.
Buck, Granger Movement, 63.
Ibid., 63-64.
Women held the offices labelled Ceres, Pomona, Flora, and lady
assistant steward.
20. Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, March 3, 1874.
21. Ibid.
22. Ibid.
23. Charleston Daily Courier, April 26, 1860.
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“if my brother from Vermont will meet me on the floor we will
clasp hands with Patrons grip, silently invoking God’s blessing,
illustrating the truths that ‘united we stand, divided we fall’.” 24
Even if the remarks were overly sentimental, the gesture made a
deep impression upon the members and during the long and continued applause there was, reportedly, “not a dry eye to be seen.”
Nearly a year later, George I. Parson, master of the Minnesota
grange, described this event, “as a fitting scene, when Mr. Wardlaw of Florida, and Mr. Colton of Vermont, pledged each other in
behalf of their sections, forgetfulness and forgiveness for the past
and love, union, and friendship for the future.” 25
During 1874 and in the early months of 1875, the Florida
Grange grew at a spectacular pace. The number of granges
reached 148, 26 with a total membership of 5,000. 27 While
Patrons devoted their time to various aspects of farm and rural
life, they tried particularly to come to grips with their problems
and to devise some means for solving them. The objectives of the
Florida Grange were to safeguard and protect the rights of
privacy and property, break the everlasting “curse of cotton” by
planting other crops, improve the economic plight of the farmer
by eliminating the middle man, and promote schemes for enticing
settlers into the state.
In 1874, the grange began a concerted campaign against two
of the greatest evils that had beset Florida’s planting community:
the “dark lantern” traffic in seed cotton and the loss of large
numbers of cattle, hogs, mules, and horses to thieves and vagabonds. The “dark lantern” traffic was the stealing of cotton from
farmers’ fields and gin houses, usually at night, and then exchanging it at crossroad stores for cheap goods. The traffic hurt all
farmers - planters, small farmers, and tenants - and it was seriously affecting the state’s economy. The Florida State Grange
denounced the traffic, pointing out that if something was not done
to stop it, “crime, poverty, and vice and all their attending miseries
will ere long envelope our country . . . and render our fair land
an abode fit only for the danmed.” 28 Many seemingly respectable
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, March 3, 1874.
Ibid., January 9, 1875.
Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, January 1, 1876.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, December 2 , 1874.
Ibid., September 18, 1874.
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white men were engaged in the illegal operations; most of the
time they carried on their thievery under cover of darkness, but
often “flouting their villainy in the faces of their victims.” 29
Stolen cotton and corn by the wagon loads were sold or exchanged
to reckless and unprincipled men who had erected log huts called
“stores” or more commonly “deadfalls” for “a few pounds of
rotten tobacco, a few gallons of mean whiskey, a few yards of
cheap calico, and common red handkerchiefs.” 30 So great had
the evil become by the 1870s that in the absence of effective laws
or failure to enforce them by sheriffs and local police, farmers
began to take matters into their own hands. They devised violent
but effective remedies. Three storehouses were burned in Madison
County where the traffic seemed to be most prevalent. 31 The
Tallahassee Floridian reported that the “man who was recently
shot by the watchman on Mr. Eagan’s plantation in Madison
County is dead - stealing cotton doesn’t pay.” 32
The larceny of hogs, cattle, mules, and horses had also reached
large proportions in Florida; and in some ways, this thievery
was even more pernicious than the “dark lantern” traffic in seed
cotton and corn. As the Patrons pointed out, “the personal property of the state consists very largely of mules, horses, cattle, and
hogs, and in light of the large farming counties, there has been a
depreciation in the value of personal property of over one million
dollars during the past few years.” 33 The depreciation of the
land was due in part, if not entirely, to the depredations upon the
stock, the inability of the farmers to guard against thieves, and the
inadequacy of the laws of petty larceny. The Florida Grange, at its
Monticello meeting in November 1874, denounced these evils
and urged the Florida legislature to enact legislation to protect the
planters and farmers. 34 On March 2, 1877, Governor George
Drew signed into law the so-called “sunrise-sunset” statute which
stated that “if any person or persons, . . . [who] shall engage in
the business of buying . . . any cotton in the seed at any hour
before sunrise and after sunset of any day, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid., September 15, 1874.
Ibid., November 23, 1875.
Ibid., September 15, 1874.
Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, December 5, 1874.
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not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, or
by imprisonment not less than one month nor more than five
months at the discretion of the court.” 35
The problems of Florida farmers and how they might be
improved were major concerns of the grange. Suggestions and
plans were made at nearly every local grange meeting aimed at
doing something about the “curse of everlasting cotton.” Many
Florida farmers were solely dependent upon that crop for their
cash income. This necessitated planting more and more cotton
each year in order to pay expenses and the high interest on borrowed money, and in the end, farmers faced a surplus market and
falling prices. Continuous cotton planting drained the land of its
fertility, and to save money, Patrons were urged to utilize Floridaproduced fertilizer. It was noted that “Georgia had spent over
2 1 /2 million dollars on commercial fertilizer the year before yet
no appreciable gain in terms of helping the land or cash income
could be seen.” 36 To remedy these problems Florida grangers
were urged to grow fruits, vegetables, and grains instead of
cotton. A Mr. Horne of Lake City Grange No. 1, it was noted,
had planted a few acres of peas, beans, and cucumbers, and
earned approximately $975 from his truck farm. 37
At a meeting of the St. Johns Grange, Editor Codrington of
the Florida Agriculturist encouraged the production of honey in
Florida. He announced that he “had robbed bee-trees and found
the honey delicious.” “It was not true,” he insisted, “that wild
honey was poisonous as some asserted, because made from jasmine,
. . . he had known it to be used for years by his own family and
many others without a single indication of injury.” 38 After a
long debate, however, the Patrons by vote decided that bee culture
in Florida would not be a profitable operation.
Grange members believed that “middle men” - merchants and
buyers whose profits caused the prices to soar as they passed from
the manufacturer to the farmer-were a cause for their economic
plight. By purchasing goods for cash, Patrons believed that they
could save a large amount of money and free themselves from
buying on credit and paying heavy carrying charges. The Florida
35.
36.
37.
38.

Laws of Florida, 1877, 57.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, August 3, 1875.
Ibid.
Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, February 14, 1874.
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State Grange employed T. G. Garrett of Atlanta and St. Louis
who was also Purchasing agent for the Alabama, Georgia, North
Carolina, and South Carolina granges. Mrs. R. H. Johnson of
New York was also hired by the Florida Grange. This effort to
improve the Florida farmer's economic lot came to naught, however, and in fact it hurt the order. General George P. Harrison,
a purchasing agent living in Savannah, Georgia, who had been
appointed by the Florida State Grange at a meeting in Monticello
in 1874, apparently invested a large sum of money to purchase
goods and then became the victim of a swindle. The North Carolina and Mississippi granges had also invested large sums for
goods from a New York manufacturer who had been recommended by an officer of the grange in that state. The deal proved to be
fradulent, and it is possible that the Florida agent was a victim
of this same fraud. 39 Colonel Wardlaw found it necessary to
issue a statement which appeared in a Tallahassee paper: “The
unfortunate and much to be regretted misfortune of General
George P. Harrison, of Savannah . . . has done the order in
Florida incalculable injury, not only in a pecuniary point of view,
but in creating suspicion and lessening confidence in our purpose,
and especially among these most interested. I am sorry to learn
that many thousands of dollars were lost, or at least in jeopardy,
by patrons of the state on account of this unfortunate trouble, in
some instances, by some who were entirely unable to bear the
loss. Something should be done for their relief. . . . I would not
be understood in the slightest degree as casting any reflections
upon the unsullied character of Brother Harrison for though I do
not know him personally still I have learned to esteem him as a
person of great integrity and I have no doubt but that the
poignancy of his misfortune consists in the misfortune of his
brothers.” 40
The Florida State Grange endorsed the Rochdale Plan which
was designed to establish cooperative stores in which the Patrons
could buy goods at reasonable prices and then receive dividends
on their investment. In 1875, William H. Wilson, state lecturer,
organized the Florida Co-operative Stock Company and by the
end of that year ten cooperative stores had been established, each
39. Buck, Granger Movement, 257.
40. Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, January 1, 1876.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol47/iss2/6

8

Garwood: Florida State Grange
F LORIDA S TATE G RANGE

173

with an average capital stock of approximately $1,500. 41 Florida
Patrons supported these cooperative efforts, and this plan of purchasing goods remained a part of the movement until it disappeared in the state.
Perhaps the greatest interest of the Patrons was attracting
settlers to Florida. Committees were formed to develop programs
which would encourage farmers to move unto the land. The
Marion Grange of Ocala printed pamphlets describing the county’s
climate, soil, and other resources, promising all who would come
a good home and a Prosperous future. 42 One of the most interesting schemes, and one that possibly reflected the thinking of all
Florida Patrons, was developed by Quincy Grange No. 19. The
plan called for “furnishing cultivable land and mules, upon lease
or otherwise, to those persons who might desire to make a permanent settlement in Gadsden County.” 43 Such a program would
assure employment for the first year, and the Patrons firmly believed that it would encourage “good people” to settle in Florida.
In addition, they thought it might also eliminate the crop lien,
tenant farmer systems. 4 4 The determination of the Florida State
Grange to attract settlers to the state as well as the reflection of
the spirit of the Patrons of Florida, was sounded in Wardlaw’s
reply to a letter that he received from Dudley W. Adams, master
of the National Grange. Adams had written: “I received today
a bundle of papers (Agriculturist) for which I suppose you are
to blame. Every time I read your Florida orange-papers, I get a
touch of Florida fever, for which I can only find an antidote by
reading such papers as the
, of New Orleans,
wherein we aliens are given distinctly to understand that if we
come South, and use our brains and conscience as our guide in
politics, we are to be treated as enemies of the Country. . . . How
are Republicans and negroes treated? How are Northern men
treated? What security is there for life and property? What is
the White League, its objects and purpose. Also any other facts
bearing on this subject.” 45 Wardlaw’s answer was published in
41. Proceedings of the Second Annual Session of the State Grange of
Florida, Patrons of Husbandry, Held in Live Oak, Florida, December
8, 9, 10, 1875 Jacksonville, 1875), 9-10.
4 2 . Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, August 23, 1875.
4 3 . Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, May 15, 1875.
44. Ibid.
4 5 . Ibid., February 20, 1875.
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the Florida Agriculturist, and as a commentary Editor Codrington
wrote: “As official organ of the grangers in the State, . . . and
from our extended correspondence, reaching every county, and
from conversation with men whose positions are such as to enable
them to speak knowingly, we are prepared to state that Florida is
today as free from anything like a conflict of races as the state of
Maine. We welcome our Northern friends, whether they come as
birds of passage or to unite with us in developing the garden of
the country. We respect their political opinions, though we may
differ, and we guarantee to every man who comes here freedom
of speech and action within lawful limits. Let our friends come,
then, whether from the frozen regions of the North, the insectravaged plains of the West, or the Southern States where bad
political management has arrayed neighbor against neighbor, and
find in Florida peace and plenty.” 46
It was significant that a large number of Patrons from all
parts of the country visited Florida in February 1875. They had
received an invitation from Colonel Wardlaw on behalf of the
Florida State Grange and the Fruit-Growers Association while
meeting in Charleston for the eighth annual session of the National
Grange. 4 7 Among those coming were Dudley W. Adams and his
wife, master and Ceres respectively of the National Grange; Oliver
H. Kelley and his wife; and Miss Carrie Hall, lady assistant steward. Other members of the party represented the states of Iowa,
Wisconsin, Maryland, North Carolina, Kentucky, California,
Minnesota, Nebraska, Vermont, and Massachusetts. 48 Unfortunately the visitors had to limit their tour of the state because
of inclement weather and overcrowded hotels in Jacksonville.
About all they did was sail up the St. Johns River to Palatka and
then return to Charleston. Codrington wrote in the Florida
Agriculturist: “It is a subject of regret to us that men of this class
could not have visited us at a more propitious time, for there are
many things we would like to have pointed out to them, that
would have impressed them with the value of our resources.” 49
One of the visitors, Dudley Adams, did stay, and he was so
impressed with Florida and its possibilities that he “bought and en46.
47.
48.
49.

Ibid.
Ibid., M a r c h 6, 1875.
Ibid., March 12, 1875.
Ibid.
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tered lands on Crystal Lake near Mellonville, in Orange County
where he will establish himself a home.” 50 In 1876, National
Grange Secretary O. H. Kelley visited Wakulla County to inspect
property in the “Forbes Purchase” with the idea of buying land and
promoting immigration to Florida. 51 Securing various tracts, he
established a small community which he named Carrabelle, in
honor of his niece Carrie (Carolyn Arrabella) Hall who lived
with the Kelleys in Florida until 1878. 52 The immigration idea,
as well as the investment venture, ultimately proved to be unsuccessful.
Admission of women to the order as equals was one of the
most striking features of the National Grange. Carrie Hall, who
worked closely with Kelley during the early years of the movement, was in large part responsible. 53 Women held grange offices
and participated along with their husbands in the various discussions and even in ceremonies involving secret rituals. They were
in charge of the “Feast of Pomona.” 54 The women planned and
provided picnics and were in charge of recreational activities in
the local grange halls. There was considerable criticism of the
grange on the national and local level because of its liberal attitude
towards women, and there were many who branded the order radical because of it. Nevertheless, officially and publicly, Florida
officials endorsed the sentiments of T. A. Thompson, grange
lecturer, who felt that “to no future in this order are we more
indebted than of the admission of women to an equality in its
membership. Its unparalleled growth and wonderful successes and
achievements attest to the admitting of women to membership.
In this order she finds a school for mental and moral culture and
the acquisition of much practical business knowledge. It takes
her by the hand and recognizes her the friend, companion,
educator and equal of man, opening the door of opportunity and
bidding her make the most of the opportunities of life. Here then,
is offered to her a new field of moral power. Here she may make
herself better appreciated by becoming better understood. Were
50. Ibid., March 27, 1875.
51. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, February 29, 1876.
52. Charles M. Gardner, The Grange: Friend of the Farmer; A Concise
Reference History of America’s Oldest Farm Organization (Washington, 1949), 447.
53. Kelley, Patrons of Husbandry, 14.
54. A Pomona was the body of all local granges in one county.
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it not for the wives and daughters, the sisters and mothers, in this
order, it would lose half its influence, power, usefulness, and hold
upon public favor and it may be doubted if it would exist at all.” 55
The Florida state fair held at Jacksonville in 1876 was strongly
56
supported by the grange. A committee of fifteen - ten men and
five women - helped supervise the interests of the organization,
local granges publicized it, and the state lecturer traveled extensively proclaiming the benefits of this undertaking. This fair was
only one of the many varied activities of the Patrons. They
sponsored efforts to improve the schools and promoted various
types of festivals and contests. They strongly encouraged educational and intellectual improvement of the people, and members
were urged to read Florida Agriculturist, the official organ of the
grange, so that they could keep up with grange activities across
the state. Essays on agricultural topics were read at each local
grange meeting, establishment of libraries was proposed, and committees were appointed to study conditions of education and to
show how they could be improved. Many granges discussed and
supported the “temperance movement” which was beginning to
gain momentum throughout the country and especially in the
South. That the Tallahassee Grange held its weekly meetings at
Temperance Hall was an indication of the kindred spirit of the
Patrons and the “friends of temperance.” 57
By 1876 signs of dissent, discrimination, and disinterest began to appear in the Florida State Grange. Many Patrons felt that
the local granges should have the right to draw up their own
policies and to carry on activities other than those set forth by
the National Grange. These men believed that there should be
no connection whatsoever between the state grange and the
national organization. This problem was recognized by the officers
who noted that, “In all large and popular organizations like ours
will be found some captions, faultfinding malcontents who are
never satisfied by what is done by the Order unless with their
special sanction and consent, and even then, it does not please
them afterward. Already we hear these discordant elements at
work, sowing dissension and trying to sever the ties that should
closely bind all true patrons. . . . In their self satisfied vanity,
55.
56.
57.

Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, January 1, 1876.
Jacksonville Florida Agriculturist, December 18, 1875.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 19, 1874.
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and some of these have gone so far to use positions of trust, and
honor, confided to them by their brothers as a means of defeating
all objects and principles of our organization, and are trying to
institute another order to supplant the Patrons of Husbandry. . . .
There is nothing more necessary to our success than we should be
united.” 58 Typical of this growing dissent was the effort of a
group in 1875 who attempted to hold a meeting which conflicted
with the official one called by State Master Wardlaw and the
executive committee. Wardlaw issued notices which “cautioned
members against the bogus meeting called by unauthorized
persons.” 59 In Florida, as elsewhere in the country, many men
having little or no connection with agriculture joined the order
for their own personal gain. According to one historian, “Everybody wanted to join . . . lawyers, to get clients; doctors, to get
customers; Shylocks, to get their pound of flesh; and sharpers, to
catch the babes in the woods.” 60 As the Florida State Grange
grew, Patrons who were true farmers came to feel that the nonfarmers should be expelled. Naturally, such an attitude created
ill will within the local granges, and grange officials tried to do
something about it. They pointed out that “a spirit of intolerance
and ostracism has arisen in certain localities and that many
worthy Brothers and Sisters who have been members for many
a year have been persecuted and actually driven from our doors
by the reasons of the prevalence of this uncharitable and pernicious spirit.” 61 As it turned out this problem was never resolved
satisfactorily. Coming on the very heels of this rising dissent and
discrimination was a growing lack of interest in the order. Master
Wardlaw wrote of this apathy in one of his letters to the National
Grange: “Permit me to make a single suggestion in conclusion to
the Patrons of Florida, many of whom, I am sorry to say, are almost in total lethargy, or at least, not manifesting that interest in a cause which deserves so much at their hands.” 62
The Florida State Grange declined almost as rapidly as it had
developed. After 1877, the number of local granges and grange
58. Ibid., August 3, 1875.
59. Ibid., November 9, 1875.
60. Solon J. Buck, The Agrarian Crusade; A Chronicle of the Farmer in
Politics (New Haven. 1920), 62.
61. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, August 3, 1875.
62. Ibid., March 17, 1876.

Published by STARS, 1968

13

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 47 [1968], No. 2, Art. 6
178

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

membership began to drop. Little or no information concerning
the activity of the waning order was recorded. The Florida
Agriculturist suspended publication in Jacksonville late in 1877.
It later opened offices in DeLand with an entirely new staff but
with C. Codrington continuing as editor. Apparently the paper
had been forced to close its Jacksonville office because a few of
the officials became involved in questionable land transactions.
There is some indication that people in various parts of Florida
used the paper to advertise enticing land investment opportunities
and often misrepresented the facts. These conclusions are drawn
from the article written by Editor Codrington: “We make our
appearance before the public in our old form but under new
management . . . as there was no prospect of the old paper being
resuscitated under the old regime. . . . No one connected with
this paper has land for sale, nor are they connected in any way
with real estate transactions. It is their intentions to serve all
parts of the state with the intention of making it a future home.
Our correspondents cannot, therefore, be too cautious in setting
forth only facts, for the State has been seriously injured by overdrawn statements, which has led to a good deal of dissatisfaction,
and damaged our future prospects. . . . We do not want the
bright side of the picture alone, give us also the failures and let
us find some way to rectify them.” 63
There was a temporary revival of the Florida State Grange in
March 1879, when it was incorporated by the legislature. 64 By
the following year, however, the movement had become only a
skeleton of its former self. There was no single factor responsible
for the grange decline in Florida; many forces tended to force its
disintegration. Some of these were of its own making, but there
were some over which the order had no control. The appearance
of new and militant agricultural organizations in the 1880s attracted former grangers. Even earlier the crumbling of the ranks
in Florida started when dissent and disinterest began to take the
place of fraternity and the principles of cooperation. Many local
granges were hurriedly organized and left to seek their own way
without leadership and instruction. The intentions of the Florida
State Grange were noble when it attempted to improve economic
63. DeLand Florida Agriculturist, May 15, 1878.
64. Laws of Florida, 1879, 151-52.
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conditions by eliminating the middle man, yet the fiscal disasters
it experienced in this undertaking were never overcome.
The Florida State Grange was the first large scale organization
of farmers in the state. Because of the work of this order during
the 1870s, farmers became aware for the first time that they could
unite for a cause. The principles and activity of the order sought
to raise the farmer out of the depths of isolation and to give him
recognition as part of a community. The grange movement tried
to instill within the Florida farmer a sense of belonging, a deeper
love for the soil, stronger family ties, the need for education, and
an appreciation of the rewards of rural life. It made him aware
of the benefits of community life and provided him with a progressive spirit.
For nearly eighty years the grange movement in Florida was
forgotten and only a few even knew what the name “Patrons
of Husbandry” meant. A short-lived and largely unsuccessful
attempt to reestablish the grange in Florida was made in the
1930s. 65 In 1961, the order was revived when the Florida State
Grange was reorganized in a meeting held at Ormond Beach.
Sherman K. Ives, formerly of Connecticut, was chosen as state
master. During the years 1961-1967, thirty-three subordinate
granges were organized in Florida with a membership of 1,635
Patrons. 66 All of these granges are located south of a line from
Jacksonville to New Port Richey. The principles and objectives of
the original “Declaration of Purposes” are still adhered to, although
they have been broadened to meet twentieth-century needs. Most
of the members of the modern Florida State Grange are permanent
residents; a large percentage are engaged in some form of agriculture and are a working class of people. However, this is not
true of all granges in the state; membership in some is mainly
tourists and retired people. 67 Florida has been chosen as the host
state for the 102nd annual session of the National Grange which
will meet in Daytona Beach in November 1969.
65. Gardner, The Grange; Friend of the Farmer, 281-82.
66. Robert G. Proctor, master, Florida State Grange (Bradenton), interview by telephone with the author, November 23, 1967.
67. Earl Nickerson, chairman, state agricultural committee (Wauchula),
to the author, November 21, 1967.
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